


On behalf of Tropical North
Queensland TAFE, I would
like to extend to you an
open and warm invitation

to continue your education with our Institute.
Every year thousands of students from all over the
world make the decision to come to Cairns to study
and train in a tropical paradise.

As the largest provider of vocational education and
training in the Cairns region, Tropical North
Queensland TAFE is playing a key role in
developing and delivering a wide range of
education and training courses to students like you.

Our Institute is committed to providing quality
products and outstanding service to international
students.We aim to grow our international business
by exceeding client expectations and building
strong, lasting partnerships and friendships. This
brochure will provide you with a wealth of facts
and figures about the study options, courses and
services available to international students.

I genuinely hope you will accept our invitation to
study, learn and grow with Tropical North
Queensland TAFE and I look forward to seeing you
in our wonderful corner of the world.

Yours in learning,

Dale Anderson

Institute Director 
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Serious Study in Paradise
Tropical North Queensland TAFE is an award
winning provider of world-class vocational
education and training in Far North
Queensland. The Institute offers all the
benefits of an internationally competitive
education in a safe, friendly environment. The
main campus of Tropical North Queensland
TAFE is located in central Cairns, with eight
campuses throughout the region.
Tropical North Queensland TAFE is open
Monday to Friday throughout the year, except
for closures on Australian public holidays and
for the annual Christmas / New Year holiday
period.  
The Language Centre offers a range of quality
English language courses to help international
students gain English language qualifications,
prepare for English exams and gain entry to
programs at TAFE and university.  

TAFE is a Government
Organisation
Quality training is guaranteed at Tropical
North Queensland TAFE – a part of the
Queensland Government, Department of
Employment & Training.  TAFE offers a wide
range of nationally and internationally
recognised courses.  There is a strong
emphasis on practical experience and hands-
on instruction for students, leading to
successful careers. TAFE teachers are highly
qualified with both teaching and recognised
industry qualifications. 

TAFE enjoys a Truly
International Environment
Australian and international students study
together at Tropical North Queensland TAFE.
The Language Centre caters for students from
all over the world including Asia, Europe and
South America.  Travellers from every country
visit Cairns, offering further opportunities for
TAFE students to interact in a truly
multicultural environment.

TAFE provides Excellent
Student Support
We pride ourselves on the level of personal
service we provide to ensure that all students
are made to feel welcome and valued.  To help
our students settle in, we provide an airport
greeting service, accommodation service and
orientation program.  In addition, to help our
students succeed, Tropical North Queensland
TAFE provides a wide range of support
services through our International Student
Support Officer, Student Counsellor, Equity &
Disability Officer,  Employment Officer and
Learning Support Unit.

TAFE Facilities
International students have access to the full
range of excellent campus facilities and
services including library, bookshop, flexible
learning centre, internet access, audio-visual
facilities, art galleries, hairdressing and
massage training clinics, cafeteria, coffee
shop and childcare centre.

Australian Living Costs
Australia offers excellent value for money and
a standard of living which is among the
highest in the world. Living expenses and
tuition costs in Australia are considerably less
expensive than the UK and USA.
The average cost of living in Cairns is
AU$10,500 - AU$13,000 per year (AU$220 -
AU$270 per week) based on 48 weeks a year.

Accommodation
Students have a choice of accommodation
styles, and our International Student Support
Officer can assist you to find accommodation
which suits your budget and lifestyle.  For
detailed information, speak to our
International Student Unit.  

Choices include:

• Homestay – become part of a local family
and learn more about Australian culture.

• Student Lodge – The Cairns Student Lodge
provides private rooms with housekeeping
and meals.

• Share Accommodation / Rental – Sharing
or renting a furnished apartment or house
provides independence.

Lifestyle and Activities
Students can experience the unique
attractions of this amazing region as a group
or on their own.  Try snorkelling or diving on
the Great Barrier Reef or go white water
rafting, bungy jumping, horse riding or bush
walking. There are opportunities to visit world
famous tropical rainforests, savannah lands
and beautiful beaches. Shopping, restaurants
and evening entertainment is world class.

Study at TAFE 
– Where to Begin
There are three entry points at TAFE, with a
choice of education pathways to choose from.
Students can enter directly into a TAFE
Certificate or Diploma course if they meet the
Academic and English requirements.  The
Language Centre provides training in either
General English or English for Academic
Purposes which will prepare them for entry
into further training.

How to Apply
Be sure you have all the information you need
to proceed with your application.  You will
require a Course Information Brochure, the
Application Form and Guide. These are
available from our local representatives 
or from Tropical North Queensland TAFE 
via phone, email, fax or our  website
www.tnqit.tafe.net.

In brief, the steps to apply for a place at
Tropical North Queensland TAFE are:

1. Complete and submit the  Application Form
with copies of all supporting documents to
us or one of our local representatives.

2. We will send you an Offer of Place (or
Provisional Offer):  This will include all
information on what you must do to
confirm your enrolment before the expiry
date.

3. Once you have met all required conditions,
we send your Confirmation of Enrolment
and other important information which will
assist you to apply for your Student  Visa
and plan your travel and accommodation
arrangements.

The Cairns Esplanade Lagoon Babinda Boulders



“I am privileged to lead

our team of friendly, highly

qualified teachers and

staff who are dedicated to

helping our students

improve their English and

make the most of their stay in Cairns. We

encourage students from all around the world

to join us, enjoy their stay and succeed in

English at the Language Centre. We look

forward to welcoming you!”

Fiona Duncan Director of Studies (ELICOS)

The Language Centre at Tropical North
Queensland TAFE offers a range of quality
English Language Courses to help
international students gain valuable skills in
English, achieve success in an international
English exam, enter vocational courses at
TAFE or university and communicate better in
English for travel and to make friends with
people from other countries. 

Our teachers are nationally qualified and
experienced and many of them have
postgraduate qualifications. They all have
international teaching experience and enjoy
teaching international students. The Language
Centre offers small classes, excellent campus
facilities, modern classrooms and friendly and
helpful staff. All of this ensures students
receive the highest quality language learning
experience. 

General English

The Language Centre offers General English
courses at the following seven levels: 

• Elementary  

•  Upper Elementary  

•  Pre-Intermediate  

•  Intermediate  

•  Upper Intermediate  

•  Pre-Advanced  

•  Advanced 

The General English course includes:

• Development of the four skills of Speaking,
Listening, Reading and Writing

• How the English Grammar system works

• Building useful Vocabulary 

• Using English conversation in natural
situations

• Correct pronunciation of English words and
sounds

• Role plays and activities in pairs and small
groups 

• Free excursions and guest speakers 

• Participation with Australian students in
TAFE Vocational classes 

Each student receives their own textbook and
all study materials.

Course Length and Start Dates
• Each level is 12 weeks long but students

may choose to study for any length of time
from 4 to 48 weeks. 

• Students can start on any Monday but we
recommend students start on one of the
main course start dates. 

Full-time General English 
The Full-time course consists of 25 hours of
study per week, and includes 20 hours of
teaching, review tests and language laboratory
work; and 5 hours of Electives. 

Part Time General English 
The Part-time course consists of 15 hours of
study per week, and includes 10 hours of
teaching, review tests and language laboratory
work; and 5 hours of Electives. 

English for Academic
Purposes (EAP)
This 12 week course is designed to provide
students with the study skills necessary for
entry into a vocational course at TAFE or a
university degree. 

Successful completion of the EAP course
prepares students to undertake a TAFE
Diploma course and enjoy a career pathway to
a vocational qualification or further study.

Students of the EAP course will learn:

• To develop reading skills to read quickly
and understand English academic texts

• To write academic essays and reports in
English

• To give effective presentations and talks in
English

• To understand academic lectures and
seminars in English and take notes

• To participate fully in English in the
academic classroom

• To develop learning skills and research
strategies for successful academic study

Course Length and Start Dates
• The course is 12 weeks long

• There are normally four start dates a year
for English for Academic Purposes

• The course consists of 25 hours per week 
of full-time study, and includes 20 hours 
of teaching, review tests and language
laboratory work; and 5 hours of Electives. 

Entry Requirements
Placement will depend on the results of
passing a TAFE General English course at
Upper Intermediate level, or a placement test
on the first day of the course, or the results of
an IELTS, TOEFL or ISLPR course the student
has taken in the last 12 months.

Assessment Procedures
Students are assessed weekly throughout the
course in the areas of reading, writing,
speaking and listening. Assessment includes
graded essays, formal discussions and
presentations, note-taking and paraphrasing
written material. On completion of the course,
a statement of attendance will be issued to
each student, stating their level of
achievement and course result (from A to D).

Electives give our students more choice

As part of the General English and English for Academic Purposes programs, students study
electives for 5 sessions each week.  Electives allow students to participate in unique lessons
which reflect their own particular interests while studying in Australia. This compre-hensive
study program is designed to satisfy students’ different needs and interests. The Electives
Program is unique in Cairns to the Tropical North Queensland TAFE Language Centre.  

Electives include: Conversation, Study Skills, Business English, Australian Studies, Self
Access, Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL), IELTS and Cambridge Examination
Preparation. 



BUSINESS & FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Diploma of Accounting 

Financial services involves developing,
maintaining and interpreting accurate financial
records.  Through the Diploma of Accounting
you will progressively be provided with the
skills to work as an accountant at intermediate
and senior levels in the public and private
sectors, for large and small organisations.  

Students will be trained to: prepare, process
and maintain financial records, set up and
operate a computerised accounting system,
manage budgets and forecasts, prepare
financial reports and provide financial and
business information

The Diploma qualification includes a
Certificate III, IV in Financial Services.

Other Business and Financial Qualifications:

• Certificate II in Business

• Certificate III in Business Administration

• Certificate IV in Business

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Diploma in Website
Development 

This course trains students in elements of
design, production and hosting of commercial
websites. Students will use a range of
languages and as the course progresses, focus
on dynamic websites and e-commerce
solutions.

Study Includes: 

• Produce and manipulate digital images

• Use a range of Multimedia programs
INCLUDING Fireworks, Flash and Photoshop 

• Host, upload and manage websites

• Build, implement and integrate databases,
using MySQL and SQLServer, into sites. 

• Develop e-commerce sites using the latest
Microsoft.NET technologies

• Look at payment gateways, security and
encryption issues 

The diploma qualification includes a Certificate
IV in Website Design.

Diploma of Multimedia 

This program provides students with intensive
hands-on training in a wide range of
Multimedia production techniques.  Prepare
for work in sound design, technical direction,
game design, video design, multimedia writing
or multimedia project management.  

Students will learn about:

• Multimedia design and the creation of
interactive web sites and CD-Roms

• 2D and 3D Animation

• Image and video acquisition and editing

Information Technology Study
– Leading to Diploma Courses

TNQ TAFE provides a range of courses in the
basic use of information technologies. These
programs will provide students with the
required skills to continue on to advanced IT
training or work as a technician.  Certificate
courses cover: General Computer Operations,
Software Applications, Network Administration
and Database Administration.

TOURISM & HOSPITALITY

Diploma in Hospitality
Management

Degree in Hospitality
Management 
(TAFE/James Cook University)

Train to work in a range of operational,
supervisory and management positions within
the hospitality industry. Training is designed to
develop leadership, communication, training,
administration, management and supervision
skills. The Diploma of Hospitality
(Management), along with suitable industry
experience, will qualify graduates to work in a
range of operative positions in the Hospitality
Industry.  

The degree program will further train
successful students in all aspects of hospitality
management including human resources and
marketing.

The Diploma qualification includes a
Certificate II, III in Food & Beverage or
Accommodation Services and a Certificate IV in
Hospitality Supervision.

Diploma of Tourism 
- Operations Management

Learn to plan and initiate new approaches in
sales & marketing, improve business &
management skills, and plan the effective
operation of any tourism business.  This course
is designed to reflect the role of a Manager in
Tourism Industry Sectors.

The Diploma qualification includes a
Certificate III in Retail Travel Sales or
International Travel Sales and a Certificate IV in
Sales & Marketing.

Diploma of Dive Resort
Management

Dive into exciting operational and
management positions around the world!  This
training program is based on the
internationally accredited PADI Dive Training
course, a step-by-step process through to Dive
Master and Instructor level certification. The
Hospitality training covers all levels of industry
requirements from service to supervision.  The
Diploma of Dive Resort Management is
specifically designed to match the demands of
industry with appropriate training.  

Graduates will be multi-skilled with training in
the areas of: Hospitality, Tourism, Marine
Studies, Boat Handling, Tour Guiding and Diver
Instruction.



Certificate II & IV in Outdoor
Recreation

This program involves hands-on skills
development in canoeing, kayaking,
bushwalking, abseiling and rock climbing.
Students will gain on-the-job experience in
outdoor education and adventure tourism.
People trained in Outdoor Recreation can work
in adventure tourism companies, outdoor
education centres, specialist activity
instruction, outdoor equipment suppliers and
tourist resorts with adventure activities.

Students can gain the following Industry
Based Qualifications:

€ Leader•s Wilderness First Aid Certificate
(The Safety Network)

€ Swiftwater Rescue Technician Level 1
(Rescue 3 Australia)

€ Basic Skills Award - Canoe and Kayak
(Australian Canoeing)

€ Basic Skills Instructor Award - Canoe and
Kayak (Australian Canoeing)

€ Sea Proficiency Award  -  (Australian
Canoeing - skill level dependent)

€ Whitewater Proficiency Award  -
(Australian Canoeing - skill level
dependent)

Certificate III in Tourism
(Guiding)

Students will be trained to work as
professional guides in rainforest, marine and
other natural environments.  The practical
training includes field trips to the Great Barrier
Reef, tropical rainforest, commercial tour
operations and tourism attractions in one of
Australia•s premier visitor destinations. 

Career paths are available in a range of nature
based tourism roles including tour and coach
operators, attractions and resorts.  The range
of skills developed in the program opens
opportunities for advancement to
administrative, operations and development
roles. 

Certificate II in 
Food Preparation and
Commercial Cookery

Students will study basic cookery methods,
theory and skills in food preparation. This
course will provide graduates with the
practical skills and knowledge required for
positions as a cook•s assistant in a restaurant,
hotel, resort, pub, hospital or industrial
catering situation.  It is an entry level course
and can lead to the further training and
employment required to become a chef.

Certificate III in Food
Processing - Retail Baking

Students will be trained in professional baking
techniques and learn to prepare an exciting
range of products for the TAFE coffee shop and
restaurant.  Industry placement will be
coordinated as a part of the course. 

This course will provide students with practical
skills and knowledge required for positions as
a baker•s assistant in a bakery, food chain
outlet or industrial catering situation.  You will
study basic baking methods and the theory to
support these skills.

CREATIVE CAREERS

Diploma in Music

This course begins with a broad based
introduction to the music industry and will
improve basic musicianship, provide a range of
industry knowledge and begin to develop
technical skills.  Students will study music,
technical and performance skills and decide on
an instrumental specialisation.

The Diploma is an advanced level music course
and could be an entry point for people with
previous experience in the areas of notation,
instrumental & technical industry skills. 

Study Includes:

€ Music industry knowledge and business

€ Composing for performance & publishing

€ Create and perform original music

€ Direct music in a performance 

€ Prepare for and lead a musical rehearsal

The Diploma qualification includes a
Certificate III & IV in Music.

Diploma in Visual Arts

This course provides a solid grounding in
fundamental art practices and vital business
skills.   Training is available in Painting,
Ceramics and Sculpture.  The Diploma provides
qualifications for entry into the second year of
a Bachelor of Visual Arts.

Study Includes:

€ Art culture and context

€ Industry knowledge and practices

€ The business of art

€ Practical training and studio experience in
painting, sculpture or ceramics

The Diploma qualification includes a
Certificate III in Ceramics or a Certificate IV in
Painting.

Certificate III & IV in Fashion
Studies - Clothing Production 

Train to design and produce professional
garments.  Students learn a variety of skills
necessary for employment within the fashion
and textile industry.  Entry-level careers could
include sample machinist, cutter, dressmaker
or alterations hand.  Successful students in the
advanced course could expect to find work as a
production assistant, sales consultant and
assistant designer.  Students will learn the
skills to operate a home based business.


